
Windsor Forest TR Group

Minutes of Committee Meeting 05 May 20 using WhatsApp Video

Present:

Mike Heelis - Group Leader
Michelle Smith - Treasurer
David Hankin - Membership Secretary
Barry Green - Social Secretary

1.  Minutes of previous meeting were accepted and signed.
 
2.  Matters arising:

Para 2a. MH reported that he had ordered 40 Business cards so out-
standing minute now closed.  There was some dismay that the cards had 
been ordered specific to the GL and not opaque with a general WFTR in-
tent and no name. MH pointed out that he had ordered a small number 
FOC and there would be no problem in getting an order with a varied de-
tails if put forward.  He invited views from the Committee as to what 
should be on the non post/name specific card card.  All

Para 2c.  Barry can now access mail@ account - Closed.

Para 7.  Gazebo proposal to be put to club members at next Club Night 
was withdrawn. Closed.

Para 9.  Meeting scheduled for 26 Mar cancelled due to lockdown. 
Closed.


3.  GL Report - MH made a brief report on current issues, importantly that 
there was no change on the Register advice to cancel all meetings until 30 
June 20. He was disappointed at the feedback on the Zoom quiz and sug-
gestions for events next year form invitation’s.  He stated that it would be 
WFTR turn to organise Drive it Day for next year, but this could possibly 
be delayed by a year as it could be replaced by that postponed this year 
to Chatham Dockyard. 

4.  Treasurers Report - MS gave a statement of account.
 
5.  Membership report - Nothing to report.  MH suggested that we should 
take this opportunity to identify WFTR members who have attended Club 
Nights within the last 1, 2 and 3 year blocks to see if any members had 
stopped coming.  Prior to recommencing normal Club Nights these folk 
could be contacted and encouraged to come again.  DH agreed to do this 
work. 
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6.  Social Secretary Report - BG stated that there had been no changes to 
the forecast since the last meeting and he envisioned any events not un-
dertaken this year would be moved to next year.  This line of approach 
further underpinned by no feedback from his online questionnaire sent 
out by GL May newsletter.

7.  MH proposed we should thank Graham and Tim for all the work they 
have recently done and implemented to refresh and update the WFTR 
website which looks really good.  The improvements for use on a smart-
phone were especially welcome.

8. Triumph Over Covid-19 TR Register event.  This proposed event which 
has been suggested by GL Leicester and supported by the Register (see 
full text at Annex A) was discussed.  Although all considered this to be 
nice idea to show appreciation for key workers deliverability in the WFTR 
geographic area would be extremely difficult.  This because:  

• There is no specific town central to the WFTR area and there are 
many hospitals, police and fire centres of public delivery within our 
area.  

• We have 2 seater cars and the stated intent of carrying key worker 
representatives in at least the first 3 cars could represent organi-
sational difficulties.  

• If we are ‘giving back’ we are unsure that involving the police and 
fire brigade, in any route organisation, would not be incurring cost 
to the UK taxpayer. It could backfire as a PR event from those peo-
ple who have sufficient income to run a classic car when so many 
people are facing hardship due to loss of jobs and a struggling 
economy.  

• The suggestion of ending up at a pub for refreshments is fine, but 
we are not sure how this would that be funded.

• All the 'passengers' would need to be transported back to their  
start points unless it was a circular route.

• There would need to be a wet weather program which could put a 
big dampener on the event!

• If there is no specific end to the virus situation where a date can be 
set so it could be difficult to decide on when the event should be 
run.  Also possibly by that stage the key workers will be wanting to 
“move on from the virus situation”

 
That is not to say that WFTR would not organise an event to coincide with 
the TR Register intent for a Triumph Over Covid-19 TR Register event on 
a specific date.  Just that to meet all of criteria stated at the basic struc-
ture listed at Annex A might not be possible.  It was agreed that all would 
reflect on the situation and monitor developments as to what might air 
might not be possible.  All
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WFTR support the sale of the NHS Rally plates to raise funds.

9.  AOB. - none.

10.  Date of next meeting: Yet to be determined depending on Covid-19 
situation.
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Annex A

Triumph Over Covid-19 TR Register event  

You will find below the basic structure for the event, but I’m sure each Group will. You 
will find below the basic structure for the event, but I’m sure each Group will want to 

personalise it to meet the needs of its members and its own local area. You may find 

it easier to set up a small TRiumph Over Covid-19 committee as you’ll need to con-

tact your local police, hospitals, local councils, radio stations, regional TV stations, 

fire brigade, newspapers, etc. The only non-negotiable will be the events will all take 

place at the same time and on the same day. 

I don’t know about you, but I get my best ideas in the shower! And in the middle 

of April I had a beauty. We could use our TRs to say thank you to the NHS 

workers who’ve been battling away at the frontline to save patients suffering with 

Covid-19. And after several conversations with TR Register committee members 

the idea has developed. The name of the event came out of a conversation 

between myself and Adrian Lawton, Group Leader of Lincolnshire. Firstly, I 

should say the event itself is not a fundraiser. It’s purely a way of saying thank 

you. Simply put, the idea is to arrange a parade of suitably decorated TRs driving 

through a local town passing NHS hospitals en route and with each car having 

an NHS front line nurse or doctor as passenger. Of course, at this point, we don’t 

know if the parades will take place this year. In all likelihood it’ll be in 2021. So 

it’s proposed that it’s one of the first events of the 2021 TR season. The parades 

will all take place on a Saturday to get maximum coverage and will happen on 

the same day nationally. As this is a TR Register event we will, of course, need a 

rally plaque. Wayne has pulled out all the stops and arranged for his supplier to 

re-open to specially to produce plaques for the event. Although the parade itself 

is not a fundraiser we do have an opportunity to raise funds for NHS Charities 

through the purchase of these plaques. They will be available soon and will cost 

£10 each. All profits go to NHS Charities. The TR Register would like to think that 

all members will purchase a plaque as soon as possible and display them on 

their cars, even if the car is just sitting on the driveway. By doing this the TR 

Register will, hopefully, be the first car club to thank the NHS.
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Mick Forey, International Director of the Register, is also going to share this email 

with the International Co-ordinators across the world and suggest that they consider 

doing something similar. Wouldn’t it be magnificent if our national event became an 

international event?  Hopefully, in these strange times, this will give you something 
positive to think about for a future TR event. 

Basic structure for the TR Register TRiumph Over Covid-19 event 

1. The objective of the event is to say a big thank you to the NHS for their heroic ef-

forts during the pandemic.  
2. We want to get as many TRs out on the same day up and down the country parad-

ing through major towns and cities.  
3. The cars should be decked out with rally plaques, bunting, Union flags, NHS flags, 

parade screen stickers, NHS screen stickers (available on eBay), etc.  
4. Each Group Leader to organise his or her own area, and to contact the media, etc.  
5. Prepare a route then contact the local police force to let them know what is 

planned, to give the date and to discuss the proposed route. Each police force has 

its own unit that deals with parades and other events.  
6. The police force and fire brigade have also been on the front line so it’s important 

to include them in some way. Mention that you wish to thank them too when you con-

tact them and:  
     a.  Ask the police if it’s possible to arrange for police out-rider(s). 
     b. Ask the fire brigade if it’s possible to have a fire brigade vehicle bringing up the 

rear. 7. Each car to have a frontline nurse or doctor as passenger, plus one from the 

fire brigade and one from the police force.  
8. It will be a TR Register event.  
9. The event will take place at 11am on a Saturday to be announced by the TR Re-

gister once life has returned to some semblance of normality and when it’s safe to 

run events. Realistically, this is unlikely to be until 2021.  
10. Wayne has said he will organise Triumph Over Covid-19 screen stickers to go 

across the full width of the windscreen.  
11. Lastly, of course, arrange for a gathering at an appropriate pub or restaurant for 

your TR paraders, other club members, and, of course, the medics, police and fire 

brigade members who joined you in the parade. 
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